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The pioneers who made their way into this unbroken
wilderness 1O build homes WerIe denied the comforts of life
which the present ;eneration enjoye To survive, all had
to work. The logs 11 the pioneer homes wWere put in place
with such precision that in some instances the work appeared
to be done DY machinerye. There still remain in the County
some of these old buildings with the logs lying in the same
perfect shape in which they were placed more than one hun-

dred years ago. Many O these houses have since DEER
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Usually one of these puncheo®
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not be sastened down and undexneatt woul ks
) P i noident wnl
and the syTrupe yr. ~dkison told me ©Oi an inci

‘ ¥ 4+th some otherl
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jady who lived in the mountains to get eapples: =
. P gation
sas open but noone was to be found. After 8 consulié

at the door about the disappointment, it was jecided tO

. onl., Ahout: that time one of the DOYS observed this

1oose puncheon slowly rising from the flooOT and presently
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nead of the old 1gdy appeared above the floor with

tengled hair and & none 10O clean face. she crawled out
and asked the DOYS what they would have. When they told

her it wes apples, she went back down and began to toss

them out. rhe boys gathered around this opening to the
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pe made tO 1ast until the next springe
rhe cow and the horse shed was at first & rude af-

sair. 1t was made for the purpose Of sheltering the COW
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and horses from falling weather and nov designed as & place
shere they might teke refuge from the cold.

The spring house was & valuable asset TO the home

~¢ the eerly settlers, and is still to be seen occasionally
in the countiry. r'hey were always constructed over the
spring where the supply of drinking water came from. Us-
aelly a shallow excayation would ve made to get down to

<0144 earth and them-smooth shallow rocks would be carried

1 and nlace o
in apd placed as clos_g together as possible. Of course
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we shade treesS. Jithiﬁ this house WeIe the rocks placed
égqe meny years berore, the cold water running over therm,
and the milk CTOCnS, butter jar, churn and other containers
~laced there 1O Ke<P co0l. Everything was spotlessly

olesn and it was 8 plessant place to step into on & swel-
tering day. One hundred years from nOwW Tué spring house
will have been forgotten but they contributed in no sm&ll

ree to the comfort of the early settlers.
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The food of the pioneers Wwas plain and plentiful

but limited in variety. The woods abounded with deer.
They were so plentiful that one could be killed at any

time. They were plentiful in Focahontas County until
modern repeating rifle and shot gun first made their

There were many other kinds of wild game.

streams were full of Fish, With plenty of wild meat

accompanied by sweetened corn pone and such vegetables a
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